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November Meeting 
At the Museum of Arts and 

Sciences on Monday,  
November 07, 2016 at 7:30pm. 

 
The speaker for the October meeting will be 
Phil Hargrove.  Phil will be speaking on his 
Silversmith class that he just attended at 
Wildacres in September.  He won the class 
in a drawing at your May picnic.  Phillip 
will be showing off the silver work he made 
in the class and talk about his experience at 
Wildacres. 

 
President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    

 
Well, the 2016 Georgia State Fair has come and 
gone. I want to thank everybody who helped for 
coming out or helping to assemble the grab bags. 
We sold ALL of them again this year. We also met 
a few people this year who were interested in the 
club. We also taught a few people how to cut 
cabochons this year as well. This was a crowd 
drawer when I did. They would gather around and 
watch as I walked them through the processes. Once 
again, a big thanks to Tina for all her sewing efforts 
in making of the bags this year.  
 As club members, we all have the 
responsibility to protect the lands, both public and 
private. It is our responsibility to keep the lands 
clean and clear of debris. Do not go onto lands 
without the owner's permission and do not take 
friends there without same permissions. By us 
protecting these properties, will we be able to 
hopefully use them as well as future generations. As 

it is, it is getting to where it is more and more 
difficult to get into some areas. Maybe, we hope, 
that by demonstrating good stewardship of the lands 
we can get to, we can earn the trust of others and be 
given more latitude when we ask for permission to 
visit and dig. 
 I want to remind everybody that our 
December meeting will start at 7PM since it will be 
our annual Christmas party. We ask that you bring 
your favorite covered dish, a beverage and a rock 
related gift, $5-10 value, for exchange. I will be 
smoking a ham this year since people seem to be 
getting tired of the Bar-b-Que I always serve. Also, 
keep in mind we will be holding the drawing for our 
next scholarship to the William Holland School of 
Lapidary Arts. You would have had to have been a 
member in good standing as of February of 2016 to 
qualify.  
 Don't forget to pay your dues!!! Don't forget 
to bring a friend with you to the meetings too!!! 
 
Jim Souter 
jgsouter@windstream.net 
478.454.7273 

 

Dues are Due 
Another year has gone by in no time.  It’s that time 
of the year to pay dues.  They remain the same 10 
dollars for each adult and 2.50 for children under 18 
years of age.  They are due by November 1st .  
 
 

Minutes for October 3, 2016Minutes for October 3, 2016Minutes for October 3, 2016Minutes for October 3, 2016    MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    
The meeting was called to order by Jim Souter our 

president at 7:32 pm. There were 21 

members/guests present. The mineral of the 

month was tourmaline and several nice specimens 

were brought in and discussed by the members. 

The treasurer's report was approved. 
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Old business 

All the members were reminded that we are 

collecting dues for the upcoming year. Also that it 

is election time once again for anyone interested in 

running for office. 

New business 

The club welcomed back both Betty Sue Smith and 

Helen Forgay from surgery. The annual fall dig at 

Graves Mountain is scheduled for this weekend Oct 

7, 8 and 9th. Also there is a dig coming up in 

Southhaven, Mississippi on Oct 15. 

The speaker for the evening was Bill Mayer, who 

won the scholarship and attended William Holland 

Lapidary School in north Georgia. He gave a talk on 

the week that he spent learning how to make 

cabochons.  He passed around samples of the 

different steps in the grinding and polishing steps 

involved. He explained about how the specimen is 

attached to the holding stick with a doping wax. He 

also discussed the machines and the different grits 

of wheels that were involved in the process. The 

talk included about how all the living arrangements 

were taken care of at the school. His presentation 

also included the layout of the facility and the 

surrounding area. Next month's speaker will be our 

own Phil Hargrove.  

The talk was quite informative and included a slide 

presentation. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31pm.  

By: Richard Arnold 

 

 
Here is Bill Mayer speaking on his Willian Holland 

cabochon class at the October meeting. 

 

 

Perry Fair News 
We sold all of the grab bags we made for the fair.  

We sold 92 bags just on Saturday.  On the last 

day of the fair we began the day with 18 bags 

and sold out of them before 1:00 pm. We had a 

good respond to our booth and we hope to have 

a few people come and visit us at the next few 

meeting.  The Fair itself seem to have a very good 

turnout also.  The display cases were enjoyed by 

all!  I just want to thank everyone that helped 

pull this job off … again THANK YOU!!! 
By: Jay 

 
Our 2016 Georgia National Fair Display/Booth 
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Mineral of the Month 

NOVEMBER BIRTHSTONE 

Topaz 
 
State Gem of Texas- blue variety 
Chemical formula: Al2SiO4(F,OH)2 

Hardness: 8mohs 
Streak: White 
Color: Colorless if pure, impurities cause the 

colors blue, brown, orange, gray, yellow, 

green, pink and reddish pink 

Crystal system: Orhtohombic 

Specific Gravity: 3.49- 3.57 
 

Topaz is commonly associated with sillicic 

igneous rocks of the granite and rhyolite 

types. It is typically found in gigantic 

pegmatites and/or vapor cavities in rhyolite 

lava flows, including those at Topaz 

Mountain in western Utah. It is also found in 

fluorite and cassiterite in various areas 

including the Ural and Ilmen mountains of 

Russia, in Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Czech 

Republic, Germany, Norway, Australia, the 

United States and many other localities. 
 

Some clear topaz crystals from the Brazilian 

pegmatites can reach boulder size and weigh 

hundreds of pounds. These crystals can be 

found in museums around the world. 
 

The largest cut topaz is the American 

Golden Topaz which weighs 22,892.5 carats 

and has 172 facets. It is in the Smithsonian 

Institution. This is the third largest facetted 

stone in the world. 
 
 
 

 

The largest topaz is the El-Dorado Topaz 

weighing in at 31,000 carats. It originated in 

the mineral-rich southeastern state of Brazil, 

Minas Gerais. The original stone weighed 

81.5 pounds when it was discovered in 

1984. After cutting and polishing, it weighed 

only 13.6 pounds or 30,845 carats. 
 

 

Next to the American Golden Topaz is the 

Golden Topaz Sphere. It is a sphere that is 

12,555 carats that is gold in color from 

Brazil. It was cut in Idar-Oberstein, 

Germany and has over a thousand facets on 

it. 
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Two of the largest topaz crystals are found 

are also in the Smithsonian Institute, one is 

the Lindsay Uncut Topaz which is 70 pounds 

and the Freeman Uncut Topaz which is 111 

pounds. These are two of the largest stones 

of their color. 

The photographer's son is pictured with the two stones to show the size. At the 
bottom is the American Golden Topaz. 

 

The largest facet grade topaz was found in 

Brazil in the 1930's and has yet to be named 

or cut. Weighing in at 153 pounds, it is 

considered to be the first giant gem-quality 

topaz found. At over 350,000 carats, it 

remains to be cut. Sometime later, crystals 

up to four times its size were found and are 

still in Ferros, Brazil. 
 
 

 

 
 

The most common topaz found in the 

commercial markets is blue topaz. Even 

though it is rare to find the blue in nature, 

they can irradiate it and turn it blue. 

This is a typical Brazilian blue topaz. The sliver pictured is a piece that has 
been irradiated. 

 

According to the magazine, Colored Stones, 

blue topaz is the second most popular 

gemstone, surpassed by blue sapphire. 
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Some field trips coming up, time to 

do some digging!!! 

 

Diamond Hill Mine Smoky Amethyst 

 

 

An Official Field Trip of the Aiken Gem,  

Mineral, and Fossil Society (Aiken, SC) (HOST) 

An Official Field Trip of the Mid-Ga. Gem  

and Mineral Society 
   

Saturday, November 19, 2016 
Diamond Hill Mine 
100 Diamond Hill Road, Antreville, SC 
8:00 AM Eastern (9 AM Central) to Dusk 

Fee: $15 per person regardless of age 
 

 

COLLECTING: You can find smoky quartz, 

amethyst, skeletal quartz, milky quartz, clear 

quartz, garnets, aquamarine, drusy quartz, 

 

mica, & epidote.  
 

 

FEE: $15 per person regardless of age  
 

 

BRING: Clothing appropriate to the weather 

(note: if there have been recent rains, the 

area will be very muddy, so boots will be very 

helpful), a potato rake, a bucket, safety 

glasses, a rock hammer and chisel, 

gloves,  small bags for delicate specimens 

like mica, and paper for wrapping your finds.  
 

 

FACILITIES: There are 2 port-a-potties on 

site.  No food or drink is sold on site, so bring 

drinks and snacks – the Aiken Club will have 

limited supplies of water and snacks 

available. You will be able to leave the site for 

lunch and return if you like. The nearest 

towns with restaurants are Iva, SC (10 miles 

away) and Abbeville, SC (16 miles away). 

   
 

DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO MEET:  

We will be meeting at 8:00 am Eastern time 

Diamond Hill Mine 

100 Diamond Mine Road 

Antreville, SC 

  

FROM I-20 IN SC  

1. Take exit onto SC 19 North. 

2. Follow SC North to junction with US 

25. Take US 25 thru Edgefield 

3. Past Edgefield, turn left onto SC 283 

4. Follow SC 283 until it ends on SC 28 

5. Turn right on to SC 28. Stay on it for 

41 miles until you get to Emanuel 

Baptist Church (on left) 

6. Turn left onto Hiwy 284. 

7. Travel 2.3 miles to “old house” on the 

right. 
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8. Turn right here on to Suber Road. 

9. Travel 0.7 miles to Diamond Mine 

Road. 

10. Turn right on to Diamond Mine Road; 

you will see the mine entrance on your 

right. 

DIRECTIONS FROM I-85  

1. Get off I-85 on Us-76(Clemson Blvd) 

toward Anderson 

2. Turn right off Us- 76 onto SC 28 

3. Follow SC 28 around Anderson 

4. Stay on ituntil you get to Emanuel 

Baptist Church (on right) 

5. Turn right onto Hwy 284. 

6. Travel 2.3 miles to “old house” on the 

right. 

7. Turn right here on to Suber Road. 

8. Travel 0.7 miles to Diamond Mine 

Road. 

9. Turn right on to Diamond Mine Road; 

you will see the mine entrance on your 

right. 

DIRECTIONS FROM I-20 (GEORGIA)  

1. Exit off I-20 onto Washington Road. 

Turn left onto Washington Road. 

2. Follow Washington Road to Furys 

Ferry Road(approx. 3.5 miles) Bear 

right onto Furys Ferry Road. 

3. This becomes Hwy 28. Follow this 

road 32 miles to Plum Branch, SC 

4. Stay on it for another 41 miles until 

you get to Emanuel Baptist Church (on 

left) 

5. Turn left onto Hwy 284. 

6. Travel 2.3 miles to “old house” on the 

right. 

7. Turn right here on to Suber Road. 

 

8. Travel 0.7 miles to Diamond Mine 

Road. 

9. Turn right on to Diamond Mine Road; 

you will see the mine entrance on your 

right. 

 

 

CONTACT: John Kolmar 

(lkolmar@gmail.com) 

Home Phone: 803-642-3767 

Cell (day of trip only): 803-640-2456  

 
Quartz - Diamond Hill Mine 

 

Mi^Mi^Mi^Mi^----G_orgi[ Fi_l^ TripG_orgi[ Fi_l^ TripG_orgi[ Fi_l^ TripG_orgi[ Fi_l^ Trip    

D_]_m\_r 10, 2016D_]_m\_r 10, 2016D_]_m\_r 10, 2016D_]_m\_r 10, 2016    

10:00 [m 10:00 [m 10:00 [m 10:00 [m     

Jon_s PitJon_s PitJon_s PitJon_s Pit    
Trip: To the Jones Pit in Pulaski County, 

halfway between Unadillia and 
Hawkinsville.  We will be digging on 
private property so fill in any holes 
and pickup your trash, so we can 
come back.  

 
Meet at: First convenience store on the right 
(east side of I-75) after crossing bridge on 
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exit #122 (highway 230).  Meet at 10:00am 
on Saturday December 10th.  
 
Fee: Free 
 
Collect:  Picture Jasper (looks like Biggs 
picture jasper from out west) it is nice stuff, 
also brown agate, goethite / hematite some 
geodes and some iridescent.  Fossil shell 
cast with drusy quartz and calcite.  
 
Bring:  Safety glasses and Gloves are a 

must!  Hammers, chisels, scratching tools, 
digging tools, pry bars, buckets, paper to 
wrap specimens,   hat, sunscreen, bug spray, 
food and drinks.    
 
Directions: Head south on I-75 from Macon 
to exit #122, highway 230 (the Unadillia 
exit). Turn left on highway 230 (towards 
Unadillia) go about ¼ mile and the 
convenience store we are meeting at is on 
the right.  It is 34 miles from the I-475/I-75 
merge on the southside of Macon. 

   
Questions call:  Jay’s cell # 478-957-5002 

 
Georgia Queen Picture Jasper 

 
 

 

Check website 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/  
for more shows coming up in the 

Southeast and other great information! 
 

November 18 - 20, 2016 

 

Cobb County Gem & Mineral Society will 

hold its 31th  Annual Gem, Mineral, & 

Jewelry Show  
 

Fri.   Nov. 18, 10:00 - 6:00 

Sat.  Nov. 19, 10:00 - 6:00 

Sun. Nov. 20, 10:00 - 5:00 

 

Cobb County Civic Center 

548 South Marietta Parkway 

Marietta, Georgia 

(take I-75 to exit 263 and go 2 miles west) 

35 nationwide dealers. 

Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, 

minerals, gold, silver, & tools for sale. 

Geodes sold & cut. 

Club member’s rock collections on exhibit 

& lapidary demonstrations. 

Lots of fun for the whole family. 

Free Mineral ID classes on Fri. and Sat. . 

Sponsored by The Cobb County Gem & 

Mineral Society. 
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Free admission and parking. 

Gem and Mineral Grab Bags. 

Hourly door prizes. 

www.cobbcountymineral.org 

Tidbits 
 

CYANOACRYLATE DOPPING 
 Dop wax is an excellent way to dop your stones both 

for cabbing and faceting - although it might be better to 

substitute “was” for “is” in this sentence. Although it 

still remains a valuable tool for stones that are 

uncooperative with newer dopping fashions, the fact is 

that dealing with wax’s inherent flaws - the need to 

preheat waxes, dops, and stones; the unfortunate 

truism that the shellac burns out of the wax after a 

reheating or two; and (oh yes!) the MESS! Check and be 

sure that you didn’t leave that dop pot plugged in! All 

right, enough said - there has to be a simpler way! The 

good news is that there is a much simpler way to dop 

your stones. The answer is cyanoacrylate, better known 

to most of the world as “superglue”. However, don’t hit 

the nearest Walmart or Circle-K and buy one of those 

tiny tubes of Super Glue, as they are watered-down 

versions of the glue I’m recommending. Proceed to your 

nearest hobby store (the ones that sell radio-controlled 

aircraft, anyway), and purchase a good name brand (I 

suggest Pacer “Zap” brand, though usually the store you 

are in will have their own local variant…). The better 

types will typically come in various viscosities, usually in 

an instant cure (1-5 seconds, known as “thin”), “gap-

filling” (5-15 seconds), and “thick” (15-60 seconds or 

so). I recommend the middle version for dopping. The 

thicker stuff can be used, but takes longer to cure. They 

also make an “accelerator” to instantly cure any of the 

viscosities, and a debonder if you are prone to gluing 

fingers together. Use a metal dopstick (I recommend a 

large nail with the point ground flat), and put the 

smallest drop of cyanoacrylate on the head that you 

can. Immediately hold your stone to the dop for a few 

seconds. That’s it! To remove, heat the dopstick with a 

torch or lighter (hold with pliers!), and use a damp cloth 

or paper towel to twist and pull the stone off the dop. 

Problem children can go in an alcohol or acetone bath 

for 24 hours before attempting removal a second time. -

Mike DeMeritt, July 2014, Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 

 

DENTAL TOOLS 

A ready source of free tools is your local dentist. 

Dental picks can be reworked into wax tools or 

straightened and sharpened to make a stylus for 

marking and layout. The steel in these tools is high 

quality, and the handles are designed for comfort. 

 

A special note however - If you want to modify the 

shape of the tool, don't try to just bend it with 

pliers. Working this alloy of steel while it's cold will 

cause it to snap. Changing its shape can only be 

done when it's hot. I work it like a blacksmith. Prop 

your torch up on the  

bench so that you can use both hands for the work. 

Have a hammer and bench block ready. Heat the 

tip red hot, and hammer it straight or bend it with 

pliers. 

 

And don't forget to ask your dentist for some of the 

cutting burs they throw out. These are useful for a 

variety of things. It's best to call a week or two 

before your visit and ask the dentist or hygienist to 

put some of these tools aside for you. It's good 

practice also to ask that they run them through the 

sterilizer for you. If that's not possible, pop them in 

an oven at around 250 F. 

See all Brad's jewelry books at 

           Amazon.com/author/BradfordSmith 
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Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem and 

Mineral Society 

Macon, Georgia 
 
The Club meets on the First Monday of each Month, at 
The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in Macon, Georgia. 
Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  The 
annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in December. 
September the first Tuesday of the Month  
 
Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the lapidary 
arts, and the collection, study and display of rocks, 
minerals, and fossils; to promote the public awareness of 
these efforts in educational and recreational activities. 
 

Club Officers: 

President / Web Master: Jim Souter,  

ph. 478-454-7273, jgsouter@windstream.net  
 
Vice President: Phillip Hargrove, 478-862-5327 
Cell 478-550-8199 susanbphih@pstel.net 
 
Secretary / Photographer, Richard Arnold,  
 ph. 678-682-9860  rarnold216@charter.net 
 
Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove, 86 Clear Branch Rd, 
Butler Ga. 31006, cell. 478-837-5327, 
susanbphilh@pstel.net  
 
Editor / Programs:  Jay Batcha,  
4220 Cyndy Jo Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216,   
ph. 478-784-1965, Cell 478-957-5002 rocky1s@cox.net  
  
Education Chairperson: Tuell Walters, 
ph. 478-922-7200 
moonbird4665@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Club year begins November 1
st
, a grace period of 

three months will be given before membership lapses. 

 
Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 

Application for Membership 
 

Name(s)___________________________________
__________________________________________
_______________ 
__________________________________________
________________________ 
Address___________________________________
________________________ 
City______________________  
State____     Zip Code________ 
Phone_______________ 
Adult(18+)  $10.00    Junior  $2.50      New 
_________      
Renewal ______ 
E-mail 
Address___________________________________
________________________ 
List your interests and reasons for 
joining____________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to:                              
Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 
Mail to the Treasurer (listed on this page) or bring 
to a meeting. 
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Mid-Georgia  

Gem Clips 

 

Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia 

Gem and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

 

Member of Southeast Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

Member of American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Jay Batcha, Editor 
4220 Cyndy Jo Circle 
Macon, Ga. 31216 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


