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Mineral Names, continued.
Earlier this year we began to present to you a dictionary of mineral names, where they
came from and what they mean. Learning about mineral names is a way to learn about all
sorts of other interesting things. If you take mineral names apart, you will discover people
(famous and not‐so‐famous), places, chemistry, optics, mathematics and crystallography,
languages (like Greek, Latin and Arabic), and even a little bit of history.
Reading a dictionary is probably fun for only a very small number of people. So, with
the goal of making this issue more fun for you, Mini Miner, get out your color pencils or
markers and go on a TREASURE HUNT.
RED ‐ Find every mineral name that came from the Greek language and color it red.
BLUE ‐ Find every mineral name that came from Latin and color it blue.
GREEN ‐ Find every mineral named after a person and color it green.
PURPLE ‐ Find every mineral named after the mineral’s chemical formula and color it
purple.
ORANGE ‐ Find every mineral named after a place and color it orange.
YELLOW ‐ Find every mineral named after a crystal property and color it yellow.
All the rest you can color BROWN.
When you are done, you will have a color‐coded dictionary of mineral names. If you
are really ambitious, get on the computer and do some TREASURE HUNTING . . .
Look up every place you discover. Where is it? What are the people like there? What
is the history of that region?
Look up every name you discover. Who is this person? What did he or she do to in‐
spire a mineral name? Where did the people live? What did the people do for a living?
Are you really, really adventurous? When you find a Greek word, write it out using
letters from the Greek alphabet! You can find help for this online.
HAVE FUN! THERE ARE A LOT OF TREASURES WAITING TO BE FOUND!

A Dictionary of Mineral Names
Their Origins and Meanings, Part II

C
Cacoxenite was named after the Greek words kako zeinos meaning a bad (or ill) guest, an allu‐
sion to the harmful effect the phosphorous in this mineral has on the iron in its limonite matrix.

Cairngorm is a gem variety of smoky quartz which is yellow to brown in color.

It was named

after one of its famous localities, the Cairngorm Mountains of Scotland.

Calcite was named from the Latin word calx which means burnt lime.

It
was first applied by Johann Karl Freiesleben in 1836 to an occurrence of cal‐
cium carbonate crystals which were pseudomorphs after celestite. Only later
was it used to refer to the mineral we know today as calcite. Calcite is some‐
times referred to as Calcareous Spar.

Campylite is the name given to a special variety of mimetite which occurs
in curved or barrel‐shaped crystals. The name came from the Greek word cam‐
pylos meaning curved.

Capillary Pyrites is the name used by Johann Gottfried Schmeisser (1795)
to refer to the mineral Millerite. He used this name because millerite is com‐
monly found in the form of capillary or hair‐like crystals which have the same
color and luster as Pyrite.

Carbuncle is an old name which was originally applied to
red gemstones in general. Eventually it came to refer only to
cabachons of red garnets. The name came from the Latin
word carbunculus meaning small, red‐hot coal. This name was used by Pliny
the Elder to refer to the garnet variety Almandine.

Carnelian is a mineral name of disputed origins.

Some claim it originated as
a popular name derived from the Latin word carnis which means flesh in refer‐
ence to its color. Others say it came from the Latin word cornum which means cornelian cherry,
again a refernce to its orange to red color. Despite the disagreement on the precise word in its
background, there appears to be agreement that the name is a reference to this mineral’s color.

Cassiterite is an ore of tin and consequently its name reflects its composition, SnO2.

The
name is from the Greek word kassiteros which means tin. Kassiteros came from a word in the
Elamite language, Kassiti‐re meaning from the land of the Kassi. The Kassi were one of the Elam‐

ite tribes. They lived in Elam, a hilly region which bordered the northernmost portion of the Per‐
sian Gulf. They controlled the region, to various degrees, for a number of centuries. Records in‐
dicate their presence there as early as the 12th century BCE.

Cavansite is a fairly newly discovered mineral.

The name was created from its chemical com‐
position: calcium (CA), vanadyl (VAN) silicate (SI) hydrate. It was first described in 1973.
Celestite can be colorless, white and faintly blue; the first specimens studied and described were
a faith blue. Hence, the mineral was given the name Celestite which came from the Latin word
coelestis meaning heaven or sky in reference to its sky‐blue color.

Cerargyrite was derived from the Greek words keras meaning horn and argyros meaning sil‐
ver because this silver‐bearing mineral can sometimes form in the shape of a horn. It is also
sometimes called Horn Silver.

Cerussite is lead carbonate, PbCO3.

Its name came from the Latin
word cerussa which means white paint because it was used to make
bright white paint. An early name for cerussite was Lead Spar.

Chabazite has a name which is not as descriptive as most other
mineral names. It came from the Greek word chabazios which sim‐
ply was an ancient word meaning a stone.

Chalcanthite is one of those few mineral names which does not refer to a
person, place or chemical formula. It was named from chalcanthum, the older
name applied to this mineral.

Chalcedony was named after the ancient Greek port of Chalcedon in Asia
Minor. In ancient days this word was applied to a stone (now of unknown
identity) which was believed to have mystical powers.

Chalcocite was named from the Greek word chalkos meaning copper, which
is a reference to the copper in this mineral (Cu2S). “Chalcocite” is actually the
second name given to this mineral. The first name was Chalcosine. It was later
changed by James Dwight Dana in 1868.

Chalcopyrite was derived from two Greek words, chalcos meaning copper or brass and pyr
meaning fire because it looks much like pyrite, and even gives off a spark when struck with steel,
just like pyrite. However, it is different because it contains copper and pyrite does not. Its
chemical formula is CuFeS2.

Chiastolite is a name that refers to a variety of Andalusite which, when sliced across the crys‐
tal, reveals a cross‐like pattern in the crystal. The pattern is created by inclusions in the crystal
structure. The name came from the Greek words chiastos meaning arranged crosswise and lithos
meaning stone.

Chlorite is commonly green.

It name, therefore, came from the Greek word chloritis meaning

green.

Chromite is composed of iron, oxygen and chromium, FeCr2O4.

It name reflects the presence

of chromium in its composition.

Chrysoberyl was named from the Greek words chrysos and beryllos liter‐
ally meaning golden beryl because it was originally misidentified as a variety
of Beryl.

Chrysocolla was named from the Greek words chrysos meaning gold,
golden and kola meaning glue. It was originally given to a substance which
was used as a gold solder and which looked very much like this mineral.

Chyrsoprase was named from the Greek words chrysos meaning gold, golden and praon
meaning a leek. At one time it referred to a now unknown green gem. Today it refers to the
lovely apple‐green variety of Chalcedony.

Chrysotile is a fibrous variety of the mineral group Serpentine.

The name came from the
Greek words chrysos meaning gold, golden and tilos meaning fibre, because this fibrous mineral
often has a golden metallic luster.

Cinnabar is a mineral name which some claim has its roots in India
where it referred to a red resin. However, others claim this name was de‐
rived from the Greek word kinnabaris which is the ancient name for this
mineral. It is possible that the Greek word itself has its
roots in the Indian word.

Citrine was named from the Greek word kitron
meaning citron, which is a reference to the yellow‐
ish color of this variety of quartz.
Cleavelandite was named in honor of Profes‐
sor Parker Cleaveland (pictured right, Public Do‐
main).

Clinozoisite was named from the Greek verb klinein meaning

to

incline and zoisite, a mineral which it resembles.

Cobaltite was named from the chemical composition of this min‐
eral, CoAsS, which includes the element cobalt (which itself is named from the Latin word cobal‐
tum).

Colemanite was named in honor of William T. Coleman (1824‐1893).
Coleman was a merchant from San Francisco, California, who owned the
borax mines in which this mineral was found (picture left, Public Do‐
main).

Columbite was named after Columbia, a name once used in reference
to America, where the original specimens of this mineral were obtained.
Interestingly this name is so inexact that it gives no indication as to
where in “America” it was found.

Conichalcite was named from the Greek
words konia meaning lime and kalkos meaning copper. This was chosen
in reference to the calcium and copper in its chemical formula, CaCu
(AsO4)(OH).

Cookeite was named in honor of Professor Josiah Parsons Cooke
(1827‐1894), picture right, Public Domain.

Copper was named from the Greek word
kyprios, that is, the Island of Cyprus, where cop‐
per was once found in large quantities. As a
mineral it is more commonly called Native Cop‐
per.

Cordierite was named in honor of the French
geologist Pierre Louis A. Cordier (1777‐1861) who
first described this mineral (picture right, used with permission by
Wellcome Trust, Commons: licensing).

Corundum is a name with an uncertain history.

It is
widely believed that corundum was derived from Kaurun‐
taka, the Indian name for this mineral. However, others ar‐
gue that it came from the Tamil word kuruntam (Tamil is a
language spoken in India) which itself was derived from the
Sanskrit word kuruvinda which means Ruby, the red gem variety of corundum.

Covellite was named in honor of Nicholas Covelli (1790‐1829), an Italian chemist
who discovered Covellite at Vesuvius, Italy.

Cristobalite was named after the Cerro San Cristobal near Pachuca, Mexico, a famous locality
of this mineral.

Crocidolite was named from the Greek words krokys meaning a woof (a term used in fabric)
in allusion to its fibrous structure and lithos meaning stone.

Crocoite was named from the Greek word krokos meaning saffron.

Saffron
is the stigma of a variety of the flower called Crocus. Crocoite is very popular
because of its beautiful orange‐red color which is the same color as saffron.

Cryolite has a special optical property that is described as “low refractive
index.” When light shines through it, it looks like melting, watery snow. The
name, therefore, came from the Greek words kryos meaning frost or ice and
lithos meaning stone.

Crystal is a word of Greek origins which means ice.

Throughout the cen‐
turies it has been used to refer to clear Quartz. Today it still refers to
Quartz, usually in phrases like Rock Crystal, however, it is used more gen‐
erically to refer to all mineral specimens which display a geometric form
bounded by planes (called “faces”).
Pliny the Elder thought that “crystal” (specifically, clear quartz crys‐
tal) was water that had been frozen by such extremely low temperatures
that it would never thaw ‐‐ in other words, he thought crys‐
tal was petrified water!

Cuprite is a copper mineral, specifically, copper oxide, CuO2.

Therefore, its

name came from the Latin word cuprum meaning copper.

D
Danburite was named after Danbury, Connecticut, the locality where it was
first found and described. (Pictured left.)

Datolite was named from the Greek words datysthai meaning to divide and
lithos meaning stone. The massive variety of this mineral is granular and so this
name was chosen to suggest its appearance.

Demantoid is a variety of garnet that was named
from the word demant meaning diamond. Added to
this is the suffix ‐oid which is used to indicate that
something has the appearance of something else: in
this case it is used to point out the very brilliant lus‐
ter of this emerald‐green variety of garnet is like
that of the diamond.

Descloizite was named in honor of the French mineralogist Alfred
Des Cloizeaux (1817‐1897), who first described this mineral (pictured
left, Public Domain)
.

Desert Rose is a popular name that was originally given to rosettes
of barite crystals which formed in the red sands of Norman, Okla‐
homa. These attractive “roses” are covered by, and also include, grains
of the red sand in which they formed. In addition to the barite “roses,”
this title has also been used for similar “roses” composed of gypsum
and sand.

Diamond is the hardest substance on earth.

One might consider it practically indestructible.
Its name refers to its hardness: “Diamond” is a corruption of the Greek word adamas which
means invincible.

Diaspore makes a cracking sound and then deteriorates when it is heated.

Its name, therefore,

came from the Greek verb diaspeirein which means to scatter.

Diopside was named from the Greek words dis meaning two and opsis meaning view.

When
this mineral was first being studied, mineralogists had two different opinions about its prismatic
crystal form. The confusion came from the fact that the vertical prism can be oriented in two dif‐
ferent ways, giving two different ideas of its crystal form.

Dioptase cleaves fairly easily and these cleavage planes are visible in
the crystals. Its named came from the Greek verb diopteuein meaning
to see into, because its cleavage planes are so easy to see.
Dioptase was called Copper Emerald in 1805 by the mineralogist
Robert Jameson. It was also known as Emerald Malachite, but this
name is not used anymore.

Dog‐Tooth Spar is a popular
name for some scalenohedral calcite crystals which resem‐
ble, a little bit, the long, pointed canine teeth on a dog. It
is a name which has had popular use since the early days of
mineral collecting and study.

Dolomite was named in
honor of Dieudonne (called
Deodat) Guy Sylvain Tancrede
Gratet de Dolomieu (1750‐1801),
a French chemist and geologist.
In 1791 he noted that the
“limestones” in Southern Tirol,
Switzerland were actually different from other similar carbonate
rocks. In 1796 the Swiss mineralogist, Horace Benedict de Saussure
studied Dolomieu’s rocks more closely, and named this specific min‐
eral in honor of Dolomieu for his original work and observations.
Because dolomite contains magnesia it has also been called Bit‐
ter Spar. This is an old name that you will not find used anymore.

“Dragonite” is an ancient mineral name which reveals a bit of legend and history.

In 77 CE
Pliny the Elder wrote about a fantastic stone. This frosted, smooth stone was found in gravel.
They found it impossible to identify. It was believed by many people back then (and by Pliny the
Elder as well) that this wonderful stone came from the head of the flying dragon. Therefore, it
was named Dragonite. This “wonder stone,” in case you are wondering, was nothing more than
quartz crystals that had been polished in a river to the point that the glassy luster was polished
away.

Dravite was named after the locality at which it was first found, the Drave district, Carinthia
(Carinthia was at one time a region in what is now southern Austria).

E
Elbaite is a variety of tourmaline that was named after its famous local‐
ity, the Island of Elba, Italy. Originally this mineral was named Ilvaite after
the old name of the island.

Electrum refers to natural alloys (that is, a mixture) of gold and silver
which can have an amber color, depending on the amount of gold present
in the mixture. The name came from the Greek word electron which
means amber.

Emerald is the green variety of Beryl.

The name was derived from the
Greek word smaragdos which literally means a light green precious stone.
This name was originally applied to a number of light green stones. It is
possible the name goes back to the old Arabic word zummurrud, which was
also applied generally to green gemstones. Today it refers to the dark green
variety of beryl.

Enargite has perfect cleavage in one direction.

Its name was derived
from the Greek word enarge meaning distinct or apparent, in reference to
this noticeable cleavage.

Endlichite is an arsenic‐rich variety of the mineral Vanadinite.

It was named

in honor of Dr. F.M. Endlich.

Enstatite was named from the Greek word enstates which means opponent
because it is highly resistant to heat.

Epidote forms very beautiful and interesting crystals.

The base of the vertical
prism has one side which is longer than the other. Because of this feature, the
mineral was named “epidote” based on the Greek word epidosis meaning in‐
crease.

Epsomite was named after its occurrence in the borough of Epsom, England, near London.
Erythrite was named from the Greek word erythros which means red, in reference to its crim‐
son (red) to purple crystals.

Essonite is a variety of Garnet.

It was named from the Greek word (h)esson meaning inferior
because though it resembles Zircon, it is slightly softer and lighter and has a lower refractive in‐
dex. All these factors mean that essonite is of lesser value as a gemstone than gem zircon.

Euclase crystals cleave easily.

The name, therefore, comes from the Greek words eu and klan
which together mean to break well.

F
Fairy Stone is a popular name for the right angle penetration twins crystals
of Staurolite found in North Carolina. The term “Fairy Stone” seems to have
originated in this area. Similar crystals are found in Virginia where this popu‐
lar name is also used. The local legend states that on the day that Jesus was
crucified in Jerusalem, the fairies cried and their tears solidified in the shape
of crosses.

Falcon’s Eye is a popular name that refers to the pseudomorph of quartz after blue Crocidolite
fibers (a variety of Asbestos).

Feldspar is a contraction of the longer (and older) name Fieldspar.

Some
early specimens of this mineral were found in fields, so collectors simply
called them “Field Spar.” “Spar” is a mineralogical term that is used to refer to
any glassy mineral that breaks easily into flat planes (pictured left, Amazonite
Feldspar).

Ferberite was named in honor of Rudolph Ferber, a German scientist.
Fire Opal is the descriptive name given to fire‐red varieties of Opal.
Flint is another of those few mineral names whose history is not clearly
known. It might possibly have come from the Greek word plinthos which
means a brick, but this is not certain. Other writers claim this name came directly from the An‐
glo‐Saxon word flint.

Flos Ferri is a variety of Aragonite.

This name literally trans‐
lates as flower of iron. These specimens are found in iron ore
deposits. This variety was first discovered in the 1400’s on
Mount Erzberg, Austria. Miners were cutting through a deposit
of siderite, an iron carbonate mineral, in hopes of finding silver
and gold. In the process they found this aragonite which some
thought resembled flowers. It was natural that the miners

called it “flowers of iron” or “flos ferri.”

Fluorite is a mineral which contains the element fluorine.

How‐
ever, its name is not created from its chemical composition of CaF2.
The name came from the Latin verb fluere which means to flow be‐
cause it melts easily. This mineral is also popularly known as Fluor
Spar.

Fool’s Gold is a popular name for
Pyrite. When people were rushing west in search of the great
gold deposit that would make them wealthy beyond their wild‐
est dreams, the less experienced prospectors sometimes made
fools of themselves. Unearthing large masses of shiny, glittering
“gold” they would run to the bank to make a deposit, only to be
greatly disappointed (and embarrassed!) to learn that their
“gold” was actually pyrite. Many a prospector lost his life (or at
least his pride) protecting a claim or depositing a bag of Fools’
Gold!

Forsterite is the magnesium‐rich end member o the olivine solid‐solution series.

It was
named in honor of the German Professor Johann Reinhold Forster (1729‐1798), who taught min‐
eralogy and natural history at the University of Halle.

Franklinite is found (with very few, insignificant exceptions) only in the
world‐famous zinc deposits at Franklin, New Jersey. Consequently, this
mineral was named after this great locality. The town of Franklin was
named after its Colonial‐era Governor, William Franklin. William Franklin
was a son of Benjamin Franklin. Therefore, the case could be made that
this mineral was indirectly named after the famous politician, publisher,
statesman, and founding father of our nation. As interesting as this is, it is
a bit of a stretch!

G
Galena is the name taken from the Latin word galena which
means lead ore. In ancient times Pliny the Elder used the
name Galenite to refer to lead ore.

Garnet is a very early name, used
since ancient times. It came from the Latin word granatum which
means a pomegranate because groups of small, red garnet crystals were
thought to resemble pomegranate seeds.

Geyserite is a variety of Opal which is deposited by hot springs and geysers.

The name was

taken from Geyser, Iceland, a locality of this mineral.

Glauberite contains the sodium sulfate which is called Glauber Salt.
Glauber Salt is named in honor of the German
chemist, Johann Rudolf Glauber (1604‐1668) who
made Glauber Salt artificially (pictured left, used
with permission of Wellcome Trust).
Goethite was named in honor of Johann Wolf‐
gang von Goethe (1749‐1832), the German poet,
naturalist and amateur mineralogist (pictured right,
Public Domain).

Gold is an Anglo‐Saxon word of uncertain origins.

As a mineral it is re‐

ferred to as Native Gold.

Graphite was named from the Greek verb graphein meaning to write because it was once used
in the manufacture of pencils.

Grossularite is a variety of Garnet that was named from the Latin word grossularium meaning
the gooseberry in reference to the light green color of the first specimens of this mineral to be
studied.

Gummite was named from the Latin word gummi meaning gum, in
reference to the gum‐like appearance of some specimens of this mineral.

Gypsum was named from the Greek word gypsos which means plas‐
ter. Originally it referred to gypsum that was heated and crushed to
powder so that the water in the crystal was driven off. This is what we
today call Plaster of Paris.

Gyrolite is commonly found in round balls.

Consequently, the name
was created from the Greek word gyros meaning round, in reference to
this common habit.

H
Hair‐Stone was an early name for quartz which had inclusions of hair‐like crystals of Rutile,
Actinolite or other minerals with acicular habit.

Halite was named from the Greek word hals which means salt (in its
masculine form) or saltwater, sea (in its feminine form), because of
the salt content of ocean water.

Harmotome was given a name which describes a special crystallo‐
graphic feature. You might have to be a crystallographer to under‐
stand, but here goes . . . The name “Harmotome” came from the Greek
words harmos meaning a joint and temnein meaning to cut. “...the
meaning is ‘that which divides itself at the joints,’ referring to the fact
that the pyramid made by its prismatic
planes in turning divides parallel to a plane
passed through its terminal edges.” (from A Dictionary of Mineral
Names by A.H. Chester).

Heavy Spar is a synonym for Barite because Barite has the highest
specific gravity of the non‐metallic minerals (pictured right).

Hedenbergite was named in honor of M.A. Ludwig Hedenberg, the
Swedish chemist and mineralogist who discovered
and first described this mineral.

Heliodor is the yellow variety of Beryl.

It was named from the Greek
words helios meaning sun and doron meaning gift in reference to its color
(pictured left).

Heliotrope is a green variety of chalcedony with red spots scattered
throughout. It was named from the Greek words helios meaning sun and
tepein meaning to turn. According to Pliny the Elder (77 CE) this variety of
chalcedony “gives a red reflection when put in water in the
face of the sun.” The popular name of this mineral is Blood‐
stone.

Hematite was named from the Greek word haimatites meaning bloodstone
(haima means blood) in reference to the fact that all hematite specimens, when
powdered, are blood‐red in color ‐‐ regardless of their color before being crushed.

Hemimorphite forms very interesting crystals.

A “hemimorphic” crystal is
one which has different terminations on opposite ends of the same crystal.
Hemimorphite typically shows this interesting feature. Its name came from the Greek words
hemi meaning half and morphe meaning form, shape.

Heulandite was named in honor of John Henry Heuland (1778‐1856), a well‐known English
mineral collector and dealer.

Hexagonite was named after the hexagonal (six‐sided) shape of its
crystals.

Hiddenite is a green, transparent variety of spodumene.

It was
named in honor of the American mineralogist, William Earl Hidden
(1853‐1918).

Hornblende is an old German name originally used to refer to any
of a number of dark, prismatic minerals found with metallic ores, but
which themselves had no valuable metal content. Blende is a German
word which means deceiver. “Horn” possibly refers to the shape of
some specimens which may have resembled an animal’s horns. This
name now refers to the dark green to black varieties of the mineral group called the Amphiboles.

Horn Silver is a synonym for the silver chloride mineral, Cerargyrite,
and was actually the first name given to this mineral.

Howlite was named in honor of Henry How (d. 1879) and the Greek
word lithos meaning stone. How was a chemist, geologist, and mineralo‐
gist from Nova Scotia who first described this mineral (image right, Pub‐
lic Domain).

Huebnerite is the manganese end‐member of the wolframite solid‐
solution series. It was named in honor of Adolph Huebner, a mining en‐
gineer from Freiberg, Saxony.

Hyacinth is a popular name for red, gemmy specimens
of Zircon.

Hyalite is a colorless, glassy variety of opal.

The name came from the Greek word
hyalos which means glass, in reference to its appearance.

Hydrozincite was named after its composition which includes water (hydro comes from the
Greek word hydros meaning water) and zinc, Zn5(CO3)2(OH)6.

I
Iceland Spar is a varietal name for transparent, colorless calcite
rhombs. The name is a reference to Iceland where, in the late 1600’s, a
wonderful discovery was made. Stone workers were removing basalt
near Eskifjordur on the eastern shore of Iceland, when they hit a fairly
large (6 x 3 meter) pocket lined with clear and partially clear calcite
crystals. The crystals were removed and sent to Europe where they
were inspected by a Danish surgeon named Erasmus Bartholin who noted the property of double
refraction in the clear specimens. Since then, clear calcite has been found in various locations
worldwide, but the name honoring its place of first discovery remains.

Idocrase was named from the Greek words eidos meaning form and krasis meaning a mixture,
because crystals of this mineral seem to have crystal forms found on different minerals combined
to form this species. Another name for this mineral is Vesuvianite.

Ilmenite was named after Ilmen, a range in the Ural Mountains, where it was first found.
Ilvaite was named after the old name for what is now called the Island of Elba, Italy.

It was origi‐

nally called the Island of Ilva. Ilvaite is the pink variety of Tourmaline.

Inesite was named from the Greek word ines which means flesh‐fiber because it can be found in
fibrous, flesh‐red masses.

Iron is the elemental name of what is more commonly called Native Iron.

The name itself came

from the Old English word iren.

J
Jade is a group name which refers to the Pyroxene mineral, Jadeite, and to
the Amphibole mineral, Nephrite. The name “jade” is thought to be from
the phrase piedra de yjada meaning stone of the side, because it was believed
to be a remedy for kidney problems.

Jadeite was named from the older term Jade.
Jamesonite was named in honor of the mineralogist
Robert Jameson (1774‐1854) from Edinburgh, Scotland
(pictured right, Public Domain).

Jasper was named from the Greek word hiaspis, which was used in ancient times
to refer to some precious stone, the exact identity of which is now unknown.

K
Kaolin is an old name for the clay used to make porcelain.

“Kaolin” is a corruption of the Chi‐
nese name of the original locality of this mineral, Kauling (meaning high ridge) which is a hill near
Jauchu Fa, China. It refers to a collection of clay minerals of similar composition.

Kaolinite is one of the kaolin minerals, and is named after the group of which it is a part.

Kernite was named after Kern County, California, where the mineral is found in great quantities.
Kidney Ore is a popular name for reniform masses of Hematite that resemble a kidney.

This
name was apparently given by the miners who first found this type of hematite
in the famous mineral deposits of Cumberland, England.

Kunzite was named in honor of the noted mineralogist, gemologist and
one‐time Vice President of Tiffany’s of New York City, George Friedrich Kunz
(1856‐1932). Pictured left, Public Domain.

Kyanite is a variation of the spelling of the original name of this mineral,
Cyanite. The name came from the Greek word kyanos meaning blue in refer‐
ence to this mineral’s most common color.

L
Labradorite is found in large, cleavable masses on the coast of
Labrador, Canada and is named after this important locality.

Lapis Lazuli is not a mineral, but a collection of minerals.

It is
primarily composed of Lazurite, but also includes white calcite
and some pyrite. The name “Lapis Lazuli” was first used in writ‐
ing by Anselmus Boetius de Boodt in 1647, although the name is
known to have been used in the Middle Ages. He claims the
name came from azul meaning blue which was altered to lazuli. Others suggest its origins are
properly found in the ancient Persian word lazhuward meaning blue. Lapis is the Latin word for
stone.

Laumontite was named in honor of Francois Pierre Nicolas Gillet de
Laumont (1747‐1834), the mineral collector who discovered this mineral.

Lawsonite was named in honor of Professor Andrew Cowper Lawson
(1861‐1952) of the University of California (pictured left).

Lazulite is a mineral name whose origins are not certain.

One theory
states it was named after its older name of Lazurstein. Another claims it
came from an Arabic word azul meaning heaven and the Greek word
lithos meaning stone in reference to its blue color. Yet another theory
says the name came from the medieval Latin word lazulum which was
originally given to Lapis Lazuli and later to Lazulite.

Lazurite was named from the mineral name azurite because of their similar azure‐blue color.

Lead is the elemental name of this metal which rarely occurs in nature.

Such specimens are

usually called Native Lead.

Lepidolite is a variety of Mica. It was named from the Greek
words lepis meaning scale and lithos meaning stone, in reference
to the scaly appearance of groups of lepidolite flakes in a mass.
Leucite was named from the Greek word leukos meaning white,
a reference to its color.

Limonite was at one time called Wiesenerz which means
meadow ore (since it was found in the meadows). Therefore, it is
concluded that the name “limonite” came from the Greek word
leimon meaning meadow.

Linarite was named after Linares, Spain, a locality of this bril‐
liant blue mineral.

Lodestone is a magnetic and polarized mineral.

Because a
magnetic needle is used in a compass to guide a person along the
way of a journey, this mineral was given the name “lodestone”
since the word lode means way.

Ludlamite was named in honor of Henry Ludlam, an English
mineralogist.

This project is taking much longer than expected! The next dictionary in‐
stallment will include mineral names from M to Z. When it is all com‐
plete, the full Mineral Names Dictionary will be made available to you
online as a free download. Thank you for your patience.

Mineral Art
By Emma Fajcz
Have you ever thought about drawing pictures of the minerals in your collection?
This would be a creative way to record your collection. Drawing minerals it can be a lot of
fun, and can improve your skills as an artist.

This month, pull out a few of your favorite specimens and draw them. Try to
replicate their shape, color, and texture as accurately as you can. Colored pencils are a
wonderful medium to use for this kind of drawing. They allow you to layer colors to make
it look just right.
Here are three mineral drawings that I’ve done recently, along with a few facts about
that mineral.

Rainbow Calsilica

Rainbow Cabochon by Emma Fajcz
4.3 in. by 2.9 in.
Graphite pencil, gel pen, and colored pencil.

There is a dispute about whether
Rainbow Calsilica is a real mineral or if it
is man-made. A famous mineralogist
named Sid Williams analyzed it and
decided that it is a real mineral.
According to Williams, allophone is
responsible for Rainbow Calsilica’s
spect acul ar blues and g ree ns .
Interestingly enough, allophone is a
mineraloid, not a genuine mineral.
However, others have evaluated Rainbow
Calsilica and said that it is man-made.
This mineral is supposedly mined
in Chihuahua, Mexico.

Fluorite
Fluorite exhibits a special
characteristic called fluorescence.
Although fluorite usually glows blue under
ultraviolet light, it can also glow in such
colors as yellow, white, and green. This
mineral has a hardness of 4 on Moh’s Scale
and can be scratched with a knife.
This mineral is known for its vibrant
purples and greens, among its broad range
of colors, and is a widely sought-after
mineral. That’s probably why fluorite is
known as the world’s most colorful mineral.

Lozenge by Emma Fajcz
2 in. by 1.6 in.
Graphite pencil, gel pen, and colored pencil.

Agate
This mineral was named after a river in Sicily named Achates, where it was
discovered between 400-300 B.C.

Agate’s most distinguishable
characteristic is its banding. It usually
contains more than one color. However,
since agate is porous, it is easy to dye.
That’s why you might see some agates in
unnatural or remarkably vivid colors.
Since this mineral is rather hard, it is
easily fashioned into beautiful bowls, rings,
and other jewelry. Royalty in ancient times
Crystal Top by Emma Fajcz
and even in the Renaissance enjoyed
3.2 in. by 2.4 in.
collecting agate bowls. With your parents’
Graphite pencil, gel pen, and colored pencil.
help, go online and find some pictures of
agate bowls. Many of them are quite spectacular.
I hope each of you will create some mineral art this month and learn more about
your mineral collection in the process.

To learn more about Photo ColorOn-Graphics®
Puzzles (the only educational puzzle that has a supporting website
with activities and great information) visit our website at

www.diamonddanpublications.net
So far: Minerals of New Hampshire; Mineral Treasures of Arizona.
Coming soon: Minerals of California and FOSSILS

You can even make your own puzzle! Check it out.

www.diamonddanpublications.net
Two Great Books…
One Great Price
The Best Bathroom Book
for Mineral Collectors
Ever Written
and
Diamond Dan’s Mineralogical
Dictionary
Purchase “The Bathroom
Book” at regular price
($11.95 ppd) and receive the
Dictionary at no extra
charge!
Visit our website to place your order
today!

