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Most of this issue is devoted to 
“Must Have Mineral Books.”  Every 
serious mineral collector needs to build up a 
useful collection of mineral books.  Below is a 
check-list for you to keep track of the books in 
your mineral library.  It will help you identify 
the ones you may wish to find in the future. 
 
____ Rocks & Minerals (A Golden 
Guide) by Herbert S. Zim 
 

____ A Field Guide to Rocks and  
Minerals by Frederick H. Pough 
 

____ Fleischer’s Glossary of Mineral 
Species 2014 by Malcolm E. Back 
 

____ A good book about mineral collecting localities in 
your home state or region. 
 

____ Dana’s Manual of Mineralogy (any 
recent edition) 
 

____ A good “Regional Mineralogy” 
 
____ A book about digging for minerals 
in your home state. 
 

____ A Mineral Picture book (oversized books 
on any subject that feature lots of high-quality color photos are 
often called “Coffee Table” Books.) 
 

____ Another Mineral Picture book 

Mystery Mineral Answers:  Silver, Ulexite, Calcite 
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Mystery Mineral:  Who Am I? 

 
I am a native element. 
I am metallic. 
I crystallize in the isometric system. 
Often I form as very thin wires and some-
times as very thick bundles of wires. 
People use me to make coins, forks, spoons, 
knives and rings. 
I am very bright when clean, but tarnish 
easily to black. 
Who am I? 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
Mystery Mineral:  Who Am I? 

My chemical formula is NaCaB5O6(OH)6•5
(H2O) . 
I am found in evaporite deposits. 
I am mostly found in California and Nevada. 
When my crystals grow parallel to each other, I 
can be cut and polished to make “tv stone” be-
cause my crystals work like fiber optic cables. 
I was discovered by  Georg Ludwig Ulex. 
Who am I? 

_____________________________________________ 
 
Mystery Mineral:  Who Am I? 

 
My crystals can be found in over 600 different forms. 
I am a carbonate mineral. 
Two other minerals have my chemical formula, but 
crystallize in different crystal systems.  These two 
minerals, aragonite and vaterite, are called poly-
morphs. 
I dissolve in hydrochloric acid.  I am on the hardness 
scale.              Who am I? 

_____________________________________________ 



Agate & Chalcedony 



 You are familiar with quartz.  
We have had a lot of quartz crystals in 
Mini Miners issues.  Most of the 
quartz you are familiar with forms 
crystals.  Examples include rock crys-
tal, amethyst, citrine, smoky quartz, 
and milky quartz. 
 There is another type of quartz 
that you have probably seen, but you 
may not know that it is quartz.  This 
type of quartz forms crystals that are 
so small that they can only be seen 
with a special microscope.  Mineralo-
gists call this type of quartz crypto-
crystalline.  Chalcedony and agate are 
two varieties of this special type of 
quartz. 
 
 Chalcedony is very hard, 7 on 
the hardness scale.  It is light.   
Chalcedony is usually banded.  The 
bands alternate between fibrous bands 
and bands that are made up of micro-
scopic grains.  There are a number of 
different varieties, or types, of  
chalcedony.  The most popular and 
well-known is agate. 
 
 Agate is banded chalcedony.  
The bands can be different shades of 
gray.  But they can also be a number of 
different colors.  On the previous page 
is a banded agate (lower left).  Color 
the different bands different colors 
(white, gray, red, yellow, brown, purple,  

etc.  Sometimes the different bands 
form randomly in the specimen, like 
the upper right agate on previous page.  
The bands are red, orange and dark 
brown. 
 Another type of chalcedony is 
called jasper.  Jasper is red chalced-
ony.  The specimen pictured on the 
previous page, in the upper left corner, 
is dark red, rounded jasper.  Chalced-
ony often forms in rounded masses like 
this specimen.   
 Light to dark brown chalcedony 
is called carnelian.  Apple-green chal-
cedony is called chrysoprase.  Dark 
green chalcedony with red spots is 
known as bloodstone or heliotrope be-
cause the red spots look like drops of 
blood.  Gray and black, waxy-looking 
chalcedony is called flint. 
  
 All the different chalcedony  
varieties are cut and polished by  
jewelers and lapidary artists to make 
jewelry.  Flint can be chipped into very 
sharp edges.  Native peoples have used 
flint for arrowheads, spearheads, and 
various cutting tools. 
 
Now that you have read about chalced-
ony, what do you think the lower right 
specimen is on the previous page? 

Agate = Quartz 
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“Must Have” 
mineral 

books for 
your  

library 
 
 If you are serious 

about becoming a first-rate mineral collector with a first-rate mineral collection, 
you MUST start building a good library of mineral books.  You will need a combination of good 
mineral field guides, a variety of books on different mineralogical topics, and some high-
quality picture books on minerals.  On the following pages are Diamond Dan’s suggestions for 
the books that every serious, first-rate mineral collector should have on her or his shelves. 
 

Rocks and Minerals:  A Guide to Minerals,  
Gems, and Rocks.   

A Golden Nature Guide.  By Herbert S. Zim, Paul R. Shaffer  
and illustrated by Raymond Perlman.  160 pages.  

 
 This small, inexpensive paperback book is a classic that nearly 
every young mineral collector has owned.  It includes sections on how 
to collect minerals, their physical properties and how to identify 
them, crystal systems, and special mineral 
properties.  It has a long section on minerals 
(though not complete) and their forms and 
properties, and it ends with a section on rocks.  

It is illustrated with accurate, colorful, detailed mineral drawings.  
This is the best book for the brand-new, young mineral collector. 
 

Above:  A recent cover for this title.   
Right:  The original cover.  Copies of the older editions are still easily 
available online or at used book stores - and they are very inexpensive. 



A Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals  
by Frederick H. Pough.   

The Petereson Field Guide Series.  Houghton Mifflin Company.   
320 pages.  First published in 1953. 

 
 This classic mineral field guide has been through many edi-
tions (some mineral enthusiasts even try to collect the different 
editions of this book!)  The most recent edition is a special 50th 
Anniversary, updated and improved edition bound in leather covers.   
 
 It begins with different sections on topics that are impor-
tant to mineralogy:  collecting equipment, 
testing equipment, physical properties, 

crystal systems, and crystal habit.  The majority of the book is a 
systematic look at all the common and important minerals in each 
chemical group.  It starts with the native elements (gold, silver, 

copper, sulfur, diamond, etc.) and then the 
sulfides, oxides, halides, etc.  The entry for 
each mineral contains the chemical formula, 
crystal system, environment in which it 
forms, crystal description, physical proper-
ties, composition, tests that are used to 
identify the mineral, distinguishing charac-
teristics, occurrence of the species around 
the world, and other interesting facts. 
 
 Some editions have quality photographs of the minerals scat-
tered throughout the book.  Other editions have the photographs 
gathered together in the center of the book.  Later editions have 
newer pictures and, in many cases, higher quality pictures.  The 50th 

Anniversary special issue (pictured to the left) has many mineral pictures that did not ap-
pear in any earlier edition.   
 
 This wonderful book is easily readable, scientific, complete and endlessly useful.  
Every mineral collector has a copy of this classic book.  If you search ebay and Amazon.com 
you will find copies of this book for $1!  You should be able to get it for less than $5. 
 
Top Left:  The look of the most recent editions. 
Above Left:  The special 50th Anniversary edition. 
Above Right:  The look of many earlier editions. 



Fleischer’s Glossary of Mineral Species 2014 
by Malcolm E. Back 

Soft cover, 434 pgs, 11 edition, Published by Mineralogical 
Record, Dimensions 6.5 x 9 (inches) 

Price $34.00  
 
 On a regular basis the Mineralogical Record magazine 
company publishes an updated edition of this book.  (The 
edition before the 2014 edition was the 2008 edition.)  It 
includes ALL of the known mineral species up to the year of 
publication.  You will find the proper spelling of each (which, 
you might be surprised, can be a challenge at times), and 
“4,684 mineral species with formulas, type localities,  
crystal systems, relationships, references and other 
data.”  (Quoted from the Mineralogical Record website.)   

 
Their website goes on to say the following: 
“It's kind of amazing that this book still sells so well, in this modern age of the Internet. 
But the Mineralogical Record staff uses it all the time. When we need to check a mineral it 
takes mere seconds to grab the Glossary off the shelf and flip to the page, before our 
computer has even booted up. And there are check-boxes to use for annotating your own 
collection in the book. This is a reference that every mineral person should have at hand. 
The new edition, like the previous one, still comes with a wire-O binding that lays flat on 
the table, and a tough leatherette softcover.”  (The emphasis above was added by Diamond Dan.) 
 
 You may think that $34 is a LOT of money for a mineral book.  It is a lot of money.  
You may have to get a job or two around the neighborhood to buy this one.  Or, perhaps 
your family will give it to you for a birthday present.  It is worth every single penny!   
 
To order a copy of this wonderful book, go online to the Mineralogical Record website at 
the following link: 

http://www.mineralogicalrecord.com/bookdetail.asp?id=113 
 

Expert mineral dealer, John Betts, shares the following: 
One of my favorite stories is about Albert Einstein. One day a visitor stopped 
by to chat. As the visitor departed, the need arose to get Einstein’s telephone 
number. The visitor was surprised to see Einstein walk over to the telephone 
book and look up his own telephone number. When asked why he did not 

know his own number, he responded, "My dear boy, I have so many things to 
remember. I never bother to memorize anything that I can easily look up."  



Gem Trails of Southern California* 
by James R. Mitchell  

Soft cover, 6" x 9", 215 pages, copyright 2003   
(*or a similar title for finding minerals in your home state!) 

 
 Most serious mineral collectors enjoy hunting for      
mineral specimens in their own home state.  There are many 
excellent books available that have maps, directions, and     
information on how to find good spots for successful mineral 
digging in your state.  James Mitchell has written a number of 
digging guides including Northern and Southern California, 
Utah, Washington, New Mexico, Nevada, Colorado, and       
Arizona. 
 
A similar series that focuses on “fee 

dig” mining in various regions of the United States is the Treasure 
Hunter’s Gem & Mineral Guide. 
 

Northeast Treasure Hunter's Gem & Mineral Guide  
Where & How to Dig, Pan and Mine Your Own Gems and Minerals  

by Kathy Rygle and Stephen Pedersen  
Soft cover, 6" x 9", 203 pages, copyright 2008  

 
As with the Gem Trails books listed above, there are Gem & Min-
eral Guide books for each of four regions identified in the conti-
nental United States (Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and 
Southwest).  You can find one that includes your home state. 
 
This is a great summary about their books:  “Whether you're digging for the first time or 
are an experienced rockhound or "prospector," with a simple rock hammer and a little luck, 
you too can strike it rich... or at the very least have fun trying. This guide offers you easy-
to-use information on the ins and outs of "fee dig" mining in the Northeast United States, 
complete with locations, costs, tips on technique, entertaining legends and important infor-
mation on everything from safety kits to the location of the nearest rest rooms.  Included 
are resources for identifying your finds, having them made into jewelry, and further pursu-
ing an exciting - and possibly profitable - hobby.” 
 
There are other series of books and locally-published books about digging for minerals in 
your home state.  Do some research on the internet, at mineral shops and shows, and with 
members of your local mineral club and find a good book on digging for minerals in your 
home state. 



The System of Mineralogy of James 
Dwight Dana:  Descriptive Mineralogy  

or  
Manual of Mineralogy 

 
 If you are truly serious about mineral col-
lecting, you will want to have a more scientific book 
about mineralogy.  James Dwight Dana’s “System of 
Mineralogy” is a classic and is actually the basis of 
today’s modern systematic mineralogy books.  A 
similar title by J.D. Dana is “Manual of Mineralogy.” 
 
 On ebay or Amazon.com you can find copies 
of either of these titles for very reasonable 
prices.  Modern editions of “Manual of Mineralogy” 
are still basic textbooks in college mineralogy 
classes today.  The 21st edition of “Manual of Min-
eralogy” can be found in both hardcover and soft 
cover editions. 
 
 These books are a great source of informa-

tion about the physical properties of minerals and how to identify unknown mineral speci-
mens.  “The main unifying theme of this text is that of crystal chemistry – the elucidation 
of the relationship between chemical composition, internal structure, and physical proper-
ties of crystalline matter.  The introductory chapters 
include the definition of a mineral, history of mineral-
ogy, economic importance of minerals, naming of miner-
als, references and literature of mineralogy, and refer-
ences and suggested reading.  The following chapters 
give an in-depth presentation of crystallography – ex-
ternal form as well as internal order and symme-
try.  Other chapters include crystal chemistry, mineral 
chemistry, physical properties of minerals, x-ray crys-
tallography, optical properties of minerals, mineral sta-
bility diagrams, systematic mineralogy by mineral clas-
sification (data on about 200 of the best known species 
is included).”  (from http://www.minresco.com/
usedbooks/usedbooks04.htm.) 



A Good Regional Mineralogy 
 

 A “regional mineralogy” is a mineral book about the minerals found in a 
state or region.  You will find it very helpful to have a good book about the 
minerals in your state.  It will help you know what mineral species to look for 
when you go to shows or if you go out to dig.  Since these books are focused 
on a smaller geographical area, they usually include not only information about 

minerals, but also about the rocks and the general geology of 
the region.   
 
 A successful mineral collector knows a lot about minerals.  In addition 

a successful mineral collector knows about the geol-
ogy of an area.  An understanding of the geology of a region helps you 
better know how the minerals of the region formed.  You will also learn what 
minerals are typically found in the local geology and those that are not. 
 
 Take time to research the mineral books available for your state.  You 
will find that there are usually a number of different books available.  Some 
are for advanced readers and geologists; these can cost over $100.  Others 
are small and very simple and may well have been published locally by a min-
eral enthusiast or amateur mineralogist.  Still others 
are written for mineral hobbyists and contain a com-
bination of accurate information, written in a way 
that is easy to understand, and which have many good 
pictures to illustrate the text.  Do some research and 
select the one or the ones that would be most useful 
to you.  Most likely you will be able to find used cop-
ies through ebay or amazon.com or other online 
sources.   
 

A note about the cost of mineral 
books:  You can build a really fine, useful 

mineral book library if you take your time and 
look carefully for good copies in used book 
stores and online.  You do not have to pay very 
high prices for these books.  If you want 
brand new, undamaged copies, you will pay 
more.  If you can be happy with really good, 
well-cared-for copies that you can use and en-
joy, you will be able to find them for very rea-
sonable prices -- quite often for less than $10! 



Mineral Picture Books 
 
 Seeing high-quality mineral specimens is a very im-
portant practice for serious mineral collectors.  When you 
can look at and carefully study good mineral specimens, you 
will be better able to choose high-quality mineral specimens 
for your own collection.  For example, it is very helpful to 
see the forms of specimens, to get used to which mineral 
species are found together, to learn of the color variations 
in a mineral species, and to learn how large any mineral spe-
cies can be.  There are two ways to get this sort of knowl-
edge and experience.  One is to visit as many mineral muse-
ums as you can as well as private mineral collections.  An-
other is to carefully look through excellent mineral picture 

books.  Today there are MANY high-quality books about minerals 
that feature the best quality photography and printing.   
 Be prepared that these high-quality picture books can be 

VERY expensive.  Some are over $100 each.  But we’ve said it be-
fore and we'll say it again:  if you are patient and careful, you will 

most likely find very good USED copies of these books on 
Barnes & Noble online (particularly their used book section), ebay, 
Amazon.com or other internet sources (have you ever checked out 
Abebooks.com or Bookfinder.com or Alibris.com?  It is not unusual 
to find multiple copies of books on these sites with big price dif-
ferences.)   
 
Here’s a list of some of the really good mineral picture books you can find.  In no particular 
order . . . 
 

Minerals:  Nature’s 
Fabulous Jewels, by Ar-
thur Court & Ian Campell 
 

American Mineral 
Treasures, Edited by Gloria 
Staebler and Wendell Wilson 
 



Minerals, by George Robinson 
 

The Smithsonian Treasury:  Minerals & 
Gems, by John S. White 
 

The F. John Barlow Mineral Collection, F. 
John Barlow, Managing Editor. 
 

Fine Minerals of China, by Guanghua Liu 
 

Gems & Minerals:  
Earth Treasures 

from the Royal Ontario Museum, by Kimberly 
Tait 
 

Gems & Gemstones: Timeless Natural 
Beauty of the Mineral World, by Lance Grande 
and Allison Augustyn 
 

Treasured Minerals, by Russ Behnke (This is a FREE, downloadable, PDF file that 
you can download from Mr. Behnke’s website at http://www.russbehnke.com/book.html.) 
 

Minerals of the World: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of the World’s Rocks 
and Minerals, by Rudolph Duda 



Excellent Mineral Books for 
Very Young Collectors. 

 
There are many colorful, well-illustrated and informative books 

about minerals for very young collectors.  Here is a 
short list for you to check out . . .  
 

Everything Rocks & Minerals, published by 
National Geographic. 
 

True or False Rocks and Minerals, published 
by Scholastic, by Melvin and Gilda Berger. 
 

Explore Rocks and Minerals, by Cynthia Light 
Brown and Nick Brown. 
 

Extreme Rocks & 
Minerals, by Melissa Stew-
art, published by Smithsonian 
 

Excellent Booksellers Online that feature 
mineral books 

Diamond Dan recommends that you visit these trustworthy 
mineral book suppliers.  We have found them to always give 

good service.  They also have fair prices. 
 

Gem Guides Book Company:   
http://www.gemguidesbooks.com/pdfs/GGBC_2014_Junior.pdf 

 

Lithographie, LLC:  http://www.lithographie.org/ 
 

Nevada Mineral and Book Company:  http://www.minbooks.net/publications.html 
 

A Good book source with links:  The Vug:  http://www.the-vug.com/vug/
vugbookstore.html 

 

Mineralogical Research Company:  http://www.minresco.com/minbooks/bindex.htm 
 

Mineralogical Record magazine Book Store:  http://minrec.org/books.asp 



An Interview with Field  
Collector & Author,  

Michael Walter 
Mr. Michael Walter, from Nicholville, New York, is a very 
successful field collector.  He has personally discovered and col-
lected some of the best mineral specimens that have ever been found in 
New York State.  Just this year he published a book about modern-day 
field collectors called Field Collecting Minerals in the Empire State:  
Stories of Modern Day North Country Miners.  Thank you, Michael, 
for taking the time to answer some questions for us.  You’re the best! 
 
How did you become interested in mineral collecting? 
"My Dad took me mineral collecting and it stuck!  I went to college to 
study geology and now I help others learn about minerals in class, with 
our mineral club, through my publications and on my web site." 
 
What is the best advice you would offer a young mineral collector?   
"Specialize in something that interests you.  It could be single crystals, 

minerals from Montana, tourmalines...whatever.  Collect, study, search out others with similar interests and 
before you know it you will be the expert on that subject.  If you get bored you can change your specializa-
tion.  My collecting has gone from quartz to Chinese minerals to minerals of northern New York State.  All 
have been fun and are now part of who I am." 

Are there specific minerals that you like to collect?   I mine minerals from New York State approximately 
50 days a year.  My personal collection is of New York State minerals and the ones I value most are those I 
personally found and those that have been figures in publications." 

Would you encourage our Mini Miners readers to go into the mineral dealing business?    "No.  The 
most memorable joys I have had regarding minerals have nothing to do with my business even though it has 
been a very successful venture.  To me, finding your own specimens, helping others understand minerals, 
publishing articles about minerals, viewing great specimens, getting a great piece for your collection, etc  are 
more rewarding than making money.  There are lots of mineral dealers out there already and it is difficult to 
make a living doing this as your main job.  Just ask any of them." 

What is the best part of collecting minerals for you?   "Field collecting my own specimens.  Opening a 
pocket of crystals never viewed by anyone until you is the greatest thrill imaginable.  In rare cases the open-
ing can be large enough to crawl into...WOW!  What could be better?" 

Do you like writing about mineral collecting?  How can reading and writing about minerals help a 
young collector?   "I do enjoy writing but I am still learning.  I have written about a dozen journal articles, 
numerous short essays and one book to date and read everything about minerals that I can get my hands 
on.  Writing helps you to think through how to present things, it tests your organizational abilities and it 
helps or entertains others who might read your work.  Keep a journal of your field collecting trips, scientific 
observations and times you attended mineral shows and saw all those cool rocks.  Later, these notes could 
become invaluable should you decide to do some writing about minerals." 

www.geologicdesires.com 



Here Is Something for Our Younger Mini Miners 
 

There is a lot of reading, and some information that is 
really for our older Mini Miners.  So, for the youngest col-

lectors out there, here is a coloring page for you. 
 

 
Left:  Blue-green smithsonite. 

 
Below Right:  Large, dark purple fluorite 
cubes on deep red sphalerite crystals. 

 
Below Left:  Bright, lemon-yellow sulfur 

crystals. 
 

Below:  Pink tourmaline with white 
quartz. 



An Important Author of  
Mineral Books:   

George L. English  
 

 Here is the earliest known  
picture of George Letchworth   
English.  He wrote the mineral    
collectors’ book Getting Acquainted 
with Minerals which was published 
in 1934 by the McGraw-Hill Publish-
ing Company.  You can still buy    
copies of this book through book 
sellers on the internet.    

 

 This picture was taken in 1893 and shows a young George English and his 
little girl, Gwendolen who was just over 2 years old.  (This is the first time this 
picture has ever been published in any mineral publication.) 
 

 Mr. English was a famous mineral dealer who had mineral selling businesses, 
first in Philadelphia and later in New York City.  Later in life he worked as the 
mineral specialist for the Ward’s Natural Science Establishment in Rochester, 
New York.  Near the end of his life, he published his book about minerals and 
mineralogy.  The mineral Englishite was named after him. 

Mini Miners Challenge 
 Using pieces of plastic, wood or metal and tools and materials that you find around the 
house (like saws, files, hammers, glue, etc.) create a table-top sculpture that is inspired by 
minerals.  When you see a group of crystals, does it make you think of something?  Recreate 
it as a sculpture.  Look at crystals in your own collection.  Go to a mineral museum.  Look at 
crystals on the internet. 
 When your project is done, take a picture of it and email it to us.  We will publish it in 
a future issue of Mini Miners Monthly. 

 

www.diamonddanpublications.net 



 

By Emma Fajcz 

 
Have you ever heard of the mineral Thomsonite?  

Well, prepare to learn some facts about this fascinating 
and rather rare mineral! 

 
Thomsonite is a rare mineral in Stilbite Family, a 

subgroup of the zeolite group.  The zeolite group, a useful 
and important group of minerals, is composed of minerals 
that have undergone metamorphism.  How does Thomsonite form, then?  Well, pockets in dried lava 
eventually filled with material that hardened into the mineral Thomsonite.  That’s why many 
Thomsonite nodules are found in fine-grained, igneous rock called basalt.  Basalt is cooled and 
hardened basaltic lava.  If you’ve seen pictures or videos of Hawaiian volcanoes, you’ve probably seen 
basaltic lava in action.  Rock Picker’s Guide to Lake Superior’s North Shore by Mark “Sparky” Stensaas 
says on page 30, “One specific lava flow spawns most of our Thomsonite.  It is the 160-foot thick 
Terrace Point basalt flow and it is the same formation that forms the ‘teeth’ of the Sawtooth 
Mountains [a mountain range near Lake Superior].  This is seen most easily from Grand Marais [a city 

in the state of Minnesota] looking 
southwest down the shore.”  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This mineral was named 

after the Scottish chemist Thomas 
Thomson, who originally 
discovered and analyzed this 
mineral in 1820 from material from 
the Kilpatrick Hills in Bunbarton, 
Scotland. 

 
This mineral ranks from 5 

to 5.5 on Moh’s scale of hardness, 
so it is medium-hard.  Remember 
that diamond ranks at 10, the 
hardest on Moh’s scale, while talc 
ranks as 1, the softest. 

 
Before I started researching for 

this article, I didn’t know that Thomsonite refers to two types of that mineral: Thomsonite-Ca and 
Thomsonite-Sr.  “Ca” is chemical abbreviation for calcium, and “Sr” is the chemical abbreviation for 
strontium.  Both of these substances are elements.  If you look on the Periodic Table of Elements, you 
will find calcium and strontium in column 2A, the second column on the far left.  I’ve outlined them in 
a red rectangle.  Thomsonite-Sr, however, is much rarer than Thomsonite-Ca.  This may be due to the 

Figure 2 

Figure 1 



fact that calcium is the fifth most common element in the 
earth’s crust, while strontium is the fifteenth most 
common. 
 

Thomsonite is usually a pinkish-orange, but also 
may be grayish-white, yellow, a pale brown, or another 
similar color.  A famous place to find Thomsonite is 
Thomsonite Beach in Grand Marais, Minnesota.  
Unfortunately, this isn’t a public beach; you have to be a 
guest at the Thomsonite Beach Inn and Suites to be able 
to visit it.  This hotel has a great collection of Thomsonite 

jewelry and specimens for sale.  Small pieces of Thomsonite called nodules are the most common 
pieces of Thomsonite discovered on this beach; however, 
finding Thomsonite can be difficult.  On a trip in September 
2012, my Mom and I went rockhounding in Minnesota 
along Lake Superior at a couple places, including Cutface 
Creek.  Although Thomsonite can be found at Grand Marais 
and other beaches bordering Lake Superior, I didn’t find 
any during our short time at Cutface Creek or at any of our 
other rockhounding stops, so Mom purchased two pieces 
from a gift shop for me and my sister Beth.  
 

Unlike some other minerals, Thomsonite really isn’t 
used a lot in our everyday lives.  While most Thomsonite 
probably ends up in people’s mineral collections, some of it 
is made into beautiful jewelry.  Many Thomsonite pieces 
have concentric circles on them called banding, which is an 
interesting effect.  Thomsonite’s nodules can make 
wonderful beads as well.  The necklace on the right 
contains both Thomsonite and basalt beads. 

 
Although Thomsonite isn’t a “popular” mineral like 

quartz, calcite, or fluorite, it is definitely worth researching.  
With an adult’s help, you can find many photographs of 
fascinating Thomsonite specimens online.  Maybe you’ll get 
to go to the North Shore of Lake Superior sometime to look 
for your own piece of this mineral. 

 
Illustration Credits 

 

Figures 1 and 3: Thomsonite specimens, photographed by Emma Fajcz. 
Figure 2: “The Periodic Table of Elements” from Apologia Educational Ministries’ Exploring 

Creation with Chemistry, Second Edition, by Dr. Jay L. Wile. 
Figure 4: Brooke Fajcz at Cutface Beach, Minnesota, photographed by Richard McCutchon. 
Figure 5: Ginnys Art on Etsy (https://www.etsy.com/listing/190804298/Thomsonite-and-basalt-

stone-necklace?ref=market) 
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/190804298/thomsonite-and-basalt-stone-necklace?ref=market
https://www.etsy.com/listing/190804298/thomsonite-and-basalt-stone-necklace?ref=market


The Best Bathroom Book  
for Mineral Collectors Ever Written 

No. 1 AND No. 2! 
 

Now you can have 200 pages of  
mineralogical fun!  Crossword puzzles, 

word searches, mineral drawings to color, 
fun articles, mineral cartoons and jokes,  

interesting and odd facts, mineral brain chal-
lenges and more! 

 

For only $14.95 (postage paid!) you 
will receive 

 
--an autographed copy of each book 
--a “Mineral Collection” Pencil that  

contains colorful, polished mineral chips. 
--a squeezably soft, 2-ply, super-absorbent 

book mark for each book. 
 

Visit our website at  
www.diamonddanpublications.net 

or email us at 
diamonddan@rochester.rr.com 

to place your order today! 
 

(Either copy available alone at $11.95/copy, 
ppd) 

 
Wholesale pricing available. 


