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April Meeting 

At the Museum of Arts and 
Sciences on Monday,  

April 06, 2015 at 7:30pm. 
    
Tuell Walters will be speaking on the 
chemical nature of minerals. 
 

President’s Message 
We had a good turnout this month. A lot of 
people could not be with us due to illness 
so we want to remember them in our 
thoughts and prayers. A special thought to 
Betty Sue and Renee Smith. They have 
been active members for years and are 
experiencing severe health problems now, 
our thoughts and prayers are with them 
especially.  
I would like for us to start a program of 
some type where we are able to check on 
each other and keep track of how our club 
members are doing. If they need health 
needs and someone is able to assist them, 
then we help them. If they are in need of 
something like cutting their grass, or fixing 
a meal or two, or just stopping by and 
talking with them, there is someone who 
can help. We are not a cold group of 
people who do not help each other, but a 
group of specialized people who have the 
collective ability to do anything we put our 

minds to. By checking on members who 
are not able to attend, we can encourage 
growth by fellowship. When I was with the 
Georgia Mineral Society, we had sub 
groups that would meet at other members 
houses. These groups were small informal 
groups where we studied fossils, 
meteorites, micromounts, minerals, sand 
and clays, etc... These groups though were 
able to call each other when a member 
was in need and people would be there to 
help if they could. I do not know if they still 
do that, but I found it appealing to find 
these people not only were concerned 
about the environments, but also each 
other. That made the club that much more 
attractive to me. I have had certain 
members talk about starting other groups 
within the club or starting groups outside 
the club dedicated to the study of fossils. 
We already do that, but we can possibly 
start a sub-group within the club that can 
meet in someone's house for that. The 
group would have a designated leader who 
would keep track of his or her members 
and if they fell on hard times due to illness 
or other infirmity, they could alert the rest 
of the club so we can react to their needs 
and try to see that they are met or as near 
as we can do. This isn't a perfect solution, 
but it is a start. We have people who are 
interested in the many facets of the club 
and some who aren't. This will make it 
possible for someone to study what he or 
she is mostly interested in, while being a 
part of the bigger group. Let me know what 
you think. 
 
We had a good program given by Thomas 
Thurman. He was talking about his website 
http://www.georgiasfossils.com and what 
could be found there. He has put a lot of 
work and thought into this site and there 
are years of work applied here. 
We are growing, so let's keep up what we 
have been doing and keep on growing. If  

http://www.midgagms.org
http://www.georgiasfossils.com
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anybody has any suggestions for 
programs, digs, speakers or ideas, please 
contact me or one of the officers in the 
club. 
 
Jim Souter 
President 
jgsouter@windstream.net 
478.454.7273 
 
Phil Hargrove 
Vice-president  
susanbphilh@pstel.net 
478.550.8199 
 
Jay Batcha 
Editor and Program Coordinator 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
By: Jim Souter 
 

March Meeting Minutes 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM 
by Jim Souter with 24 members/guests 
present.  
Old Business 
          The treasurers’ report was read and 
approved. Our club sponsored dig is coming 
up this next Saturday morning at the Vulcan 
quarry in Cartersville. It is located off of I-75 
exit 290, take a right off the exit and 
proceed approximately 1 ½ miles and the 
entrance will be on your right. The primary 
target is blue quartz with several specimens 
brought in to show what it will look like. Hard 
hats and sturdy shoes are required for this 
location. The dig will start at 10 and end at 
2pm. 
On a sad note, Mrs. Betty Sue Smith is in a 
nursing home and has had to have one of 
her legs amputated. Also her husband Renee 
is having medical issues with his liver. A card 
was circulated for everyone to sign wishing 
her well and please include these long time 
members in your thoughts and prayers.  
New Business 
          We were able to take a tour of the 
museum with Jay and see the new gemstone 

and mineral displays that he has been 
assisting with the construction.  
This month’s mineral was bauxite and 
numerous specimens were brought in to 
share and discuss. Bauxite is used in the 
process of making aluminum. Our trip 
chairman Jay is working on setting up a trip 
to the KaMin Quarry near Macon to look for 
shark and ray teeth. 
Our own Mr. Thomas Thurman, member and 
one of our resident experts was our speaker 
for the evening. He gave a talk on dinosaurs 
primarily utilizing the websites 
GeorgiasFossils.com and myfossils.com for 
basic information. The talk took you on a 
historic timeline through the southeastern US 
with focus on the Georgia area. It discussed 
some of the whales, land mammals and 
other animals that lived throughout the 
various ages. He also talked about how the 
ocean currents and the coastline changed 
throughout these periods of time. He also 
discussed what is now being done to help 
generate interest in kids and teachers in the 
school systems today. His talk was quite 
informative and provided some insights into 
what life was like millions of years ago. A 
question and answer session was provided at 
the end of his talk. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:28 PM. 
By: Richard Arnold 

 

 
Barite Rose Noble, Oklahoma 

http://www.midgagms.org
mailto:jgsouter@windstream.net
mailto:susanbphilh@pstel.net


Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Official Bulletin of the Mid-Georgia Gem and Mineral Society 

www.midgagms.org                     Vol. 15, Issue 3, April, 2015                       

 3

 
Mineral of the 

Month 

Barite Rose 
Rose rocks, also called the “barite 
rose” or “sand-barite rosette” the 
reddish-brown sandy crystals of barite 
that resemble a rose in full bloom, are 
more abundant in Oklahoma than 
anywhere else in the world. They have 
been reported in small quantities in 
California, Kansas, and Egypt, but are in 
greatest concentration in the Permian 
Garber Sandstone in a narrow belt that 
extends 80 miles through the central 
part of Oklahoma between Pauls Valley 
and Guthrie. The most abundant and 
well-formed specimens are found in an 
area just east of Norman, near Noble, 
also known as the “Rose Rock Capital 
of the World”. 

The rose-like appearance of the rock’s 
petal-shaped clusters is due to the 
intergrowth of crystals of barite (a 
mineral compound of barium sulfate) 
into a cluster of divergent blades. Barite 
was precipitated in interconnected 
voids in the rock, probably from barium-
rich marine waters that covered the 
Permian Garber Sandstone during or 
shortly after its deposition about 250 
million years ago. The rose-like 
concretions incorporated the iron-
stained quartz sand grains and thus 
acquired the red color of the host 
Garber Sandstone. 

The rosettes are harder and more 
durable than the surrounding host rock 
and weather into positive relief on 
outcrops. As further weathering occurs, 
they are separated from the rock and 
scattered through the residual sandy 
soil. Slow weathering and erosion of the 
host rock continually expose additional 
rosettes at the surface. Well-formed 
specimens are highly prized and have 
become a basic part of most mineral 
collections. The quality of the rosettes 
range from delicate and thin-petal forms 
to those that are somewhat rounded 
with poorly developed petals. 
 
Most rose rocks are 1/2 to 4 inches in 
diameter and consist of 5 to 20 radiating 
plates. The largest known single rosette 
is 17 inches across, 10 inches high, and 
weighs 125 pounds. Clusters of rosettes 
38 inches tall and weighing more than 
1,000 pounds have been found. 
From: http://tulsageosciencecenter.org/ok-state-
rock/ 
 

 

Barite Rose Cluster  Noble, Oklahoma 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.midgagms.org
http://tulsageosciencecenter.org/ok-state-
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Mid-Georgia Field Trip 

April 17, 2015 
8:30 am 

Fossil dig at KaMin Freeport Mine 
and tour their Operations 

 
Trip:  Freeport Mine near Macon, Ga. This is a 
first time to this site; thank Carl Joyce for 
getting this together. We will be digging on 
private property so fill in any holes and pickup 
your trash, so we can come back. 
 
Meet at:  Marathon Gas Station parking lot. At 
08:30am on Friday, April 17, 2015, in Macon 
on Sgoda Road. Store on right side of the road. 
 
Fee:  Free 
 
Important: You must RSVP to go on this dig 
it is limited in the number of people (First to 
signup will make the list but I will keep a 
backup list if someone backs out).  Please call 
Jay Batcha to reserve you a spot. Home #478-
784-1965 or Cell #478-957-5002 or e-mail at 
batcha.jay@gmail.com.  We are also limited on 
the number of vehicles to three, going into the 
mine so we will need to buddy up on this part 
of the trip.  
 
To Collect and do:  We will see a KaMin 
presentation.  We will tour the mine to see 
Cretaceous Clay mine operation, visit the 
Degritting Plant in the Mine, and Collect 
Fossils @ our Freeport Mine.  Fossil types:  All 
Eocene marine to near shore mollusks, corals, 
pelecypods, bryozoans, oyster shells and 
others.  
 
Bring:  Must bring: hard hat and safety 
glasses! And others things like hammer, 
chisels, scratching tools, pry bars, buckets, 
paper to wrap specimens, sunscreen, bug spray, 
food and drinks, sturdy shoes, and gloves. 
 

Directions:  Go to I-16 east in Macon take the 
Sgoda Road exit ( Exit 12 on I-16 ). If going 
west on I-16, exit and turn right, if going east 
on I-16 exit, turn left on to Sgoda Road.    The 
Marathon Gas Station (Qwick Way Foods) is 
on the right.  We will then travel to KaMin 
plant from here.     
 

 

Field trips coming up, lets go digging!!! 

DMC Program of the 
SFMS Field Trip 

Committee 
 

An Official Field Trip of the 
Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society 

(Montgomery, AL) HOST 
An Official Field Trip of the Mid-Ga 

Gem and Mineral Society 
 

8:45 am EST (7:45 CST) – 5:00 pm 
EST (4:00 CST) 
APRIL 18, 2015 

  HOGG MINE, LA GRANGE, GA 
FEE SITE 

DATE:  APRIL 18, 2015 
LOCATION: HOGG MINE, LA GRANGE, 
GA 
HOURS: 8:45 am EST (7:45 CST) – 5:00 
pm EST (4:00 CST) 
 
FEE SITE:  $25 per person age 16 and 
above.  Children under 16 dig free. 

http://www.midgagms.org
mailto:batcha.jay@gmail.com.
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 MEETING POINT:  McDonalds, 2408 
Whitesville Rd. LaGrange, GA 30240 YOU 
CANNOT JUST GO DIRECTLY TO THE 
MINE! 
 
TOOLS to Bring: Pick, Shovel, Potato 
Rake, Rock Hammer, Sledge Hammer, 
Chisels, Rock Bars, 5 Gallon Buckets, 
Gloves, Safety Glasses (Extra boots / 
shoes are helpful if it’s muddy or the 
weather becomes damp.   
(There is a Port-a- Potty on site.) 
 
COLLECTING:  Beryl, Star Rose Quartz, 
Black Tourmaline, and Aquamarine. 
(Limit one 5 gallon bucket of material per 
person and one yard rock per dig.)  This 
is a surface mine for the most part.  
However, there may be some deeper 
areas to explore.  For safety reasons, 
you cannot dig outside of the designated 
areas. 
FOOD: Food, water, and soft drinks are 
permitted.  However, all alcohol is 
prohibited at the mine.  
Please don't show up with it. You will be 
asked to leave. 
 
DIRECTIONS: From Alabama, take I-85 N 
to the Georgia state line.   
Proceed to exit 13. Turn left off the ramp 
- McDonalds is located a quarter mile up 
on the left, next to the Pilot truck stop.  
 
From Georgia, take I-85 South to exit 13.  
Turn right off the ramp and McDonalds 
will be on the left.  
 
DETAILS: We will be signing up on the 
inside of McDonalds.  If you park on the 
drive-through or south side of the store, 

enter the door and turn to the right.  
Look for an area of tables for sign up.  
You will pay a fee of $25 per person, fill 
out release forms, and get a safety 
briefing before going to the mine.  Mr. 
Painter (mine owner) will take people 
down in groups beginning at 8:45 am 
EST.  Sign up will extend through 9:15 
am EST for late arrivals. He will come 
back to get others who aren't able to get 
there before 9:15 am EST.  They can 
email him or call if they need him to 
come back for them. 
 
WHERE TO STAY: Nearby La Grange, GA 
offers many hotel choices.  
There are many nearby private camp 
grounds as well as state owned ones 
since West Point Lake is nearby.  
 Local state parks offer a full range of 
camping options. 
 
HOST: MONTGOMERY GEM & MINERAL 
SOCIETY 
Jeff Edwards, VP / Field Trip 
Coordinator, (334) 312-0572 
thestonehunter@hotmail.com  
or email thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 
 
For more information on HOGG MINE:  
www.hoggmine.com  /  Chris Painter   
rockdgr@yahoo.com 
Mr. Painter will have a Mobile Rock Shop 
onsite for the regular scheduled digs 
where you can  purchase rocks and 
minerals. 

 

http://www.midgagms.org
mailto:thestonehunter@hotmail.com
mailto:thegoldennugget@hotmail.com
http://www.hoggmine.com
mailto:rockdgr@yahoo.com
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Pyrophyllite  Graves Mountain, Georgia 
 

Graves Mountain "Rock 
Swap and Dig" 

8 am to 6 pm, Friday, April 24, 2015 

8 am to 6 pm, Saturday, April 25, 2015 
8 am to 6 pm, Sunday, April 26, 2015 

"You are invited to field collect minerals 
at Georgia's premiere mineral location!" 
  
The caretaker in charge of Graves 
Mountain, Clarence Norman Jr., has 
announced plans to hold two three day 
digs and rock swaps on the 
Mountain during the current year.   He 
will have the mountain open to 
collecting from 8 am to 6 pm each day.  
All participants must stop at the 
welcome table in the Hospitality tent to 
sign a liability release and make a small 
contribution to defray the cost of 
opening the mountain and 
providing port-o-lets.  There will be 
several golf cart type, four 
wheeled vehicles available to 
transport those participants who have 
trouble walking long distances.  The dig 
will cease and everyone is expected to 
be off the mountain by around 6 pm  

each day.  Participants will be allowed 
to park in a designated area on the 
mountain. 
  
Rock Swap and Hot Food/Drinks: 
Junior will set aside an area in the 
upper parking lot for tables to be setup 
for daily rock swaps.  Anyone who 
would like to setup a table(s), please 
contact Junior at the phone numbers 
listed below.  Hot food cooked on the 
grill, cold drinks and chips will be 
available for purchase on the mountain 
during all three days of these events.   
Don't forget to bring some extra money 
to buy the special "Graves Mountain 
Rock Swap and Dig" T-shirt!  
  
  THESE DIGS ARE OPEN TO ALL.  

NO NEED TO SIGN-UP, JUST 
SHOW UP FOR ALL "ROCK SWAP 

AND DIGS"!  
Mark your calendar and tell all your 
friends about these great events! 

  
Contact Information:  
Clarence Norman Jr. (Junior) - 
706.359.1544 (his business) 
or 706.401.3173 (his cell) 
Graves mountain is accessible and 
open for mineral collecting by colleges, 
universities, and gem and mineral 
societies. Groups as small as two 
INDIVIDUAL mineral collectors can now 
reserve the mountain! 

 
In order to gain access, (except for the 
two yearly "Rock Swaps and Digs") you 
will need to contact the caretaker, 
Clarence Norman, Jr (Junior) at 
706.359.3862 (his business) or 
706.401.3173 (his cell).  Give him a call 
and he can reserve the mountain  

http://www.midgagms.org
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exclusively for your group.  All of the 
mineral societies that come here to 
collect, offer the caretaker a donation 
for his trouble and effort in keeping the 
mountain open and assessable to 
them.  Please consider what it is worth 
to your mineral society to be able to 
field collect minerals at Georgia's 
premiere mineral location! 

Graves Mountain code of conduct! 

 Park your vehicle in the designated 
area(at the end of the paved access 
road but not much beyond the 
woods to the right of this road).  

 NO child under the age of 12 years 
old is to be allowed on the mountain 
because of all the dangers involved.  
ALL CHILDREN WILL BE ALLOWED  
DURING THE "Rock Swap and 
Digs" IF EACH CHILD IS UNDER 
STRICT ADULT SUPERVISION! 

 ALL pets must be kept under control 
and on a leash.  

 The caretaker, Junior Norman, has 
final and absolute say as to where 
you may safely work.  

 Ladders or power tools of any kind 
will not be allowed. (HAND TOOLS 
ONLY!)  

 STAY AWAY FROM ALL HIGH 
WALLS!!  

 NO REPELLING OFF OF ANYTHING!  

 NO ONE IS ALLOWED TO DRIVE 
THEIR VEHICLE ON ANY PART OF 
GRAVES MOUNTAIN BEYOND THE 
PARKING AREA!  
(The caretaker must accompany  

 anyone driving beyond the parking 
area!)  

 EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE OFF THE 
MOUNTAIN BY DUSK. (Absolutely no 
one is allowed on Graves Mountain 
after dark.) 

Please protect our ability to field 
collect at Graves Mountain! 
  
Report violations to:  
Clarence Norman, Jr 
Norman C E Wrecking Co  
3333 C E Norman Rd 
Lincolnton, GA 30817-3110  
706.359.3862 (his business)  
or 706.401.3173  (his cell) 

DIRECTIONS:  From Macon, Ga.   
Starting at I-75 and I-16, take I-16 east 
to Spring St. exit (less than 1 mile).  
Turn left on to Spring St. (Highway 
129) towards Gray Ga., Stay on 129 
until you get to Eatonton Ga. (around 
40 miles).  Once you get to the square 
turn right onto highway 16, turn left 
on to highway 44 ( around 1 mile).  
Stay on highway 44 until you get to 
Washington Ga. (around 54 miles) turn 
right onto highway 78 business and go 
through town (highway 47 will merge 
in with 78 from the right, Don’t turn 
here)(around 2 miles).  Take highways 
47 / 378 towards Lincolnton Ga. (about 
12 miles)  once you cross into Lincoln 
County, you will pass a church on the 
right, turn right into the second 
driveway after the church.   Someone 
should be at the entrance to collect 
money.  Travel time is 2 hrs 45 mins.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.midgagms.org
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Rutile - Graves Mountain, Ga 

 

Southeastern Gem & 
Mineral Shows 

 
April 25-26, 2015 
Memphis, TN.  
Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry 
Show  
Memphis Archaeological and 
Geological Society 
 “The Earth Wide Open”  
 Memphis International Agricenter, 7777 
Walnut Grove Rd. Memphis, TN  
Saturday, April 25, 9-6:00 and Sunday, April 26 
10-5 
Dealers, Exhibits, Demonstrations, Grand & 
Hourly door prizes, Kids Area with Rock zone 
featuring Gem Dig, Geode Bowling, Rocks 
Around the Clock.  Adults $5.00, 2-day pass 
$8.00, Children 12 and under $2.00. Scouts in 
uniform FREE 
web: www.The EarthWideOpen.com, 
email info@theearthwideopen.com.  
Show Chair James Butchko 901 743-0058 
Dealer Chair WC McDaniel 901-274-7706 
 

Tidbits 
 

ROCKHOUNDS ARE FUNNY 
The price of a steak may dismay them, and 
they may often pass it by, then turn around 
and spend more per pound on a rock! A 
Rockhound can’t eat the rock, but will proudly 
display it, dust it, brag about it and then saw it 
up and polish it to perfection. 

 Rockhounds have been known to move dirty 
dishes out of the sink so they can wash their 
rocks. They seem to find Rockhounding 
therapeutic. If they feel droopy or are moping 
around their house, if you ask them, they’ll go 
rock picking with you because no matter what 
is ailing them, all the ailments are miraculously 
gone and they feel much better when they’re 
out amongst the rocks!  

Rockhounds will walk for miles in search of a 
good specimen, climb mountains and go down 
into gullies. They get hot, tired and bug-bitten 
but still continue on for that one special rock. 
Sometimes they will find their best specimen 
right next to the tire of their car at the end of 
the day. 

 Rockhounds are geologist, mineralogist and 
paleontologist wannabe’s. They are interested 
in everything and are interesting themselves. 
They are curious, humorous, talented, skillful 
and all around wonderful people, who wear 
old shoes, fantastic hats, worn out jeans, and a 
big smile! 

 Reprinted from the February 2013 Rocky Mountain 
Federation News Via the Nov. 2005 Rockhound Record 

http://www.midgagms.org
mailto:info@theearthwideopen.com.
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Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Official Bulletin of Mid-Georgia Gem 

and Mineral Society 
Macon, Georgia 

 
The Club meets on the First Monday of each 
Month, at The Museum of Arts and Sciences, in 
Macon, Georgia. 
Except: No meeting January, July, and August.  The 
annual Christmas Party is the first Monday in 
December. September the first Tuesday of the 
Month  
 
Purpose:  To promote the earth sciences, the 
lapidary arts, and the collection, study and display 
of rocks, minerals, and fossils; to promote the 
public awareness of these efforts in educational and 
recreational activities. 
 

Club Officers: 
President / Web Master: Jim Souter,  
ph. 478-454-7273, jgsouter@windstream.net  
 
Vice President: Phillip Hargrove, 478-862-5327 
Cell 478-550-8199 susanbphih@pstel.net 
 
Secretary / Photographer, Richard Arnold,  
 ph. 678-682-9860  rarnold216@charter.net 
 
Treasurer:  Susan Hargrove, 86 Clear Branch Rd, 
Butler Ga. 31006,  ph. 478-862-5327, 
susanbphilh@pstel.net  
 
Editor / Programs:  Jay Batcha,  
4220 Cyndy Jo Circle, Macon, Ga. 31216,   
ph. 478-784-1965, Cell 478-957-5002 
rocky1s@cox.net  
  
Education Chairperson: Tuell Walters, 
 ph. 478-922-7200 
 supernova1346@gmail.com 
 
Stamp Program: Ron Davis, ph. 478-788-2616 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Club year begins November 1st, a grace period of 
three months will be given before membership 
lapses. 

 
Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral 

Society 
Application for Membership 

 
Name(s)_______________________________
______________________________________
_______________________ 
______________________________________
____________________________ 
Address_______________________________
____________________________ 
City______________________  
State____     Zip Code________ 
Phone_______________ 
Adult(18+)  $10.00    Junior  $2.50      New 
_________      
Renewal ______ 
E-mail 
Address_______________________________
____________________________ 
List your interests and reasons for 
joining________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
_____________ 
 
Make checks payable to:                              
Mid-Georgia Gem & Mineral Society 
Mail to the Treasurer (listed on this page) or 
bring to a meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.midgagms.org
mailto:jgsouter@windstream.net
mailto:susanbphih@pstel.net
mailto:rarnold216@charter.net
mailto:susanbphilh@pstel.net
mailto:rocky1s@cox.net
mailto:supernova1346@gmail.com
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Mid-Georgia Gem Clips 
Jay Batcha, Editor 
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Save Commemorative Stamps 
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